Comments about Eagle’s Wings Co-op classes by Simmie Anderson
Research Paper Class 

A class that I really liked was a research paper class taught by Mrs. Christine Guest. All of the students each made a research paper. Mine was about how the Mongol’s only conquered their empire because of their horses. 


Mrs. Guest taught me a LOT about writing a research paper, such as using the concept of double-dipping, which is combining two subjects into one. For instance, if one’s paper was about an event in history, then that person could make their paper count for both history and writing.


Mrs. Guest also taught me about how to not plagiarize other people’s work, create a thesis statement, and how to write note cards. She was VERY helpful. A lot of times, she would talk to me after class about how my paper was coming, and give me valuable suggestions for it. 


Mrs. Guest made a big project seem fun, and not so intimidating by breaking it down into smaller sections.

Quilting Class with Mrs. Macbeth

One of my favorite co-op classes I ever took part in was a quilting class, taught by Mrs. Pamela Macbeth. I had recently learned to use a sewing machine, so it was a good opportunity to put my skills to use. 


All the girls in the class, (Jessica Vandervort, Kirsten White, and me) made a post-and-rail quilt. It was very pleasant to be sitting at our sewing machines, chatting, with the quiet hum of the machines in the background. 


This particular class taught me perseverance, because I had put most of the quilt together, when I realized that some of the squares didn’t line up, and I had to do it all over again!


In the end, the quilt was extremely pretty, and I can’t believe that I actually made it! A lot of people have commented on how good my quilt looked.


The only bad thing about the class was that buying all the fabric for the quilt, plus the quilting supplies needed, turned out to be VERY expensive.

  MY FAVORITE CO-OP CLASSES
Gloria Anderson
One of my favorite co-op classes was taking a drama class taught by Mrs. C. Guest. I was in two dramas by her in co-op. I was in “Anansi and the Moss Covered Rock”, and “Anansi and the Talking Melon.” In “Anansi and the Moss Covered Rock, I played Anansi, the spider. In Anansi and the Talking Melon,” I played the understudy for Hippopotamus. At the end of the classes in the two dramas, all the actors invited a whole bunch of friends, and we did a performance for everyone. I had a lot of fun doing this, because I really like acting. We also did a performance at a nursing home. Everyone there enjoyed it, including us actors.
Another one of my favorites was when I took tap dancing lessons by Mrs. Plath. I remember learning different short moves with both heel and toe. I enjoyed that. I like dancing, so my favorite part of learning tap was learning the moving dances as a group. Also, at the end of the semester of co-op, we did a group recital for the whole co-op.           
One of my favorite classes in co-op was taking Flower Arranging. Our teacher showed us how to take care of flowers, put them in best order, etc. We even got to each have our own pot of flowers to put together at the end. It was fun.           
I liked taking Spanish class with Mrs. Plath. We learned how to say small phrases like, ‘Como estas?’ which means ‘How are you?’ or ‘Como se llama’ which means ‘What is your name?’ Our teacher told us how to say our names in Spanish, and if we wanted to know how to say something in ‘Espanol’, (that’s how you say Spanish) she would teach the word to us. I learned colors, numbers up to thirty, names, phrases etc. I took 2 Spanish classes, but that one told me most about Spanish.                             

 Storybook Art was a fun class for grades 2-3,taught by Mrs. J. White. Our teacher would read a story to us, and we would talk about the book, and talk about parts of a story, like the plot, onomatopoeia the main characters etc. We also would make a craft to go with the story, like if there was a hot air balloon in the story, we would use a small balloon and make our own mini hot air balloon. Once we each made our own mini apple pie! That was my favorite day from that class.
Teaching Art Class in Co-op

       Joy Anderson
One of the most interesting co-op classes I ever did was when I taught an art class at Eagles’ Wings Co-op for 3-6 year olds.



First I prepared a syllabus for what I wanted to teach and sent it to Mrs. Guest. She approved it, and I got all my materials together to teach.  I taught the class once every Friday for six weeks, teaching different shapes and patterns and how we are creative because our Creator, God, is creative. We drew people, boats, balls, bunnies, snowmen, shapes…etc.

One very important detail that I had almost forgotten was how wiggly and squirmy young children could be when sitting for long periods of time. So, in between drawing periods, I would devise little exercises and moving games for them. We did things like jumping jacks, follow-the-leader, etc. Soon they would be settled down (or at least a little bit).


In that class, I learned that, although preparing for and teaching the class was somewhat demanding (besides all my other school!), in the end, it was very rewarding. The children learned how to draw better; I had learned how to teach a class—and how to have fun at the same time—and also how to prepare a class for my helper when I wouldn’t be there for a class. 


One very important detail that I had almost forgotten was how wiggly and squirmy young children could be when sitting for long periods of time. So, in between drawing periods, I would devise little exercises and moving games for them. We did things like jumping jacks, follow-the-leader, etc. Soon they would be settled down (or at least a little bit).


The children had fun, I had fun, and it was a very interesting and worthwhile class.


I am grateful to my helper, Mrs. Connie Vandervort for doing an awesome job with the kids and also to Mrs. Estel Alves for filling in for Mrs. Vandervort when she had to be away.

